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: -correspondent for the Durham (N.C.) Morning Herald i called Hill and Knovlton/' 
: k i§v'~‘r. Inc., for comment on Dr. Ash's statement that American cigarette companies ' 'v 


., for comment on Dr. Ash's statement that American cigarette companies ' 

; cooperating with the physician. ' '' '*w : '3 Vi' $'*&’•$& 
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B 7 WALTER PINCUS 
Washington Correspondent 

i*= ‘ WASHINGTON - A mush¬ 
rooming cJoud of doubt has 
risen Over a Canadian doctor’s 
. statements here on radioactiv¬ 
ity in tobacco smoke. 

. - Dr. Arthur Edward Michael 
Ash met 
with report¬ 
ers . Tuesday 
to unveil his 
new method 
for steam¬ 
ing radioac¬ 
tive parti¬ 
cles from to¬ 
bacco. Ra¬ 
dioactivity in 
C. I garette 
smoke, the 
doctor said, PINCUS 
may be the 

link between lung cancer and 
tobacco usage. 

In his prepared statement 


risen over a Canadian doctor’s bacco division, who attended 
statements here on radioactiv- Ash’s Tuesday conference, said 
ity in tobacco smoke. he has furnished the Agricul- 

- Dr. Arthur Edward Michael tore Research Service a copy 
Ash met 0 / the doctor’s presentation for 

their study. The department of¬ 
ficial said he was unable to 
evaluate Ash's claims but said 
he believed Ash “singled out to 
bacco because he bad some¬ 
thing to sell.” 

Harry Guinivan of Washing¬ 
ton Industrial Research Consul¬ 
tants, Inc , Dr. Ash's public re¬ 
lation’s advisers here, said the 
new research group to be form- 
- ed by Dr. Ash would "sell the 

doctor said, PINCUS process” of steaming tobacco 
may be the to rid it of radioactivity “to 

imk between lung cancer and cigarette manufacturers and 
tobacco usage. processors.” 

In .his prepared statement Asked how much Dr. Ash 
the doctor said, “Studies by would charge for his process. 


-?••• ,l -*/ n■ f "wtvy <. -WASHINGTON — (UPI) — ’ “ w * * now , th#t radioacUWty 

Wednesday there was any c^\ to- 

“h n proi«? POrt ** f ° r WY ^«rch 0 rnn^t*on^ h.,p **» U «d;ta -t.r-t m.nur.c- 

A representative of the De- iromd'e,"/tobacco m *" n41 ' twfio” " «? the * r.dioacUve 
partment of Agriculture's to- V fomagaret tobacco. potassium isotope K-40. than 

bacco division, who attended Dr. Arthur Edward Michael 


Ash, a member of England's 
Royal College of Surgeons, said 
he his been steaming cigaret 


tny other plant so far 

ined." . , .‘•'A 

Ash .said there are three ^ 


lie naj urrtii ; aioKiimij <.140101 ---- . . 

tobacco for the past two years, reasons why tobacco .contains 


^ with encouraging results. 

^ Hi said the tobacco, alter, 
^ the ateamlng process, “is still 
\ amokibl* although it loses a 
little bit of the taste. Manu¬ 
facturers say It Is buyable.” 


so much radioactive-.material. 

He blamed potassium and rubi- _ 
dluiru which he called natural 
factors, the increased use of . 
fertilizers and fallout from in- /. 
creased bomb testings. 


Cogbill and Hobbs of Duke Uni¬ 
versity revealed that cigarette 
tobacco smoke contains 670 mi- 
cromicro curies per gram, a de¬ 
gree of radioactivity too high 
40C public consumption.” 

Contacted Wednesday, Dr. 
Jdarcus E. Hobbs of Duke call¬ 
ed Dr. Ash’s statement “not a 
factual report of the paper's 
finding.” 

Dr. Hobbs said. “We did not 
measure radioactivity at all.” 
The 1957 studjr, be stated, con¬ 
cerned itielf with potassium in 
tobacco leaf and found that only 
4 Tialf of 1 per cent of the potas¬ 
sium in the leaf is transferred 
to the smoke by normal cig¬ 
arette smoking.” 

Hobbs said these results led 
46 the conclusion that further 
study of radioactive material I in 
cigarettes was unnecessary. 

In another portion of his Tues¬ 
day statement Dr. Ash stated 
'‘both British and American 
cigarette industries are cooper¬ 
ating in (his> research.” Hill 
and Know!ton. public relations 
advisors to the Tobacco Insti¬ 
tute Trade Assn: for U.S. Man¬ 
ufacturers, strongly denied 


Guinivan replied, “He wants a 
cent a pound to lease his ma¬ 
chine” which does the steam¬ 
ing. “and a million dollars to 
carry on his work in research." 

“I don’t know whether he'll 
get it,” Guinivan added. 

The “Cogbill” referred to in 
the Duke tobacco studies was 
identified as Everett Cogbill, 
formerly with Duke and now 
on the research staff of Ameri¬ 
can Tobacco Co. at Richmond, 
Va. 
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Canadian Doctor smokable and to prove It he pass- 7 

ed around a peace-pipe full. 

r, f 11 p ti Dressed in typically British 

Morfc NfiW F an «triped pants. Dr. Ash lectured 

JIOIIJ lien I lyill , , mali but skeptical group ot re¬ 

porters on his radioactive, smote . 

On Lung Cancer He stressed that studies at 

Duke University had shown that 
_ cigarette tobacco smoke contains 

By WALTER PINCUS 670 mici'o-mJcrocuries per gram. 
Washington Correspondent “A degree of radioactivity too 

WASH IN GTON — T>r Arthtir for pubUc consumption,” be 
WASHINGTON — Dr. Arthur added . where tars and 

Edward 1 Michael Ash. a Canadian nicotine may not 1 cause lung can- 
doctor, told a press conlerence cer, radioactivity does. ■ 
Tuesday he was setting out to Tobacco radioactivity. Dr. Ash 
fight' lung cancer by eliminating sa id, comes from potassium iso- 
radioactivity from tobacco smoke, topes and ribidium in the leaf U- 
But a spokesman for the To- M ][, increased use of radioactive 
bacco Institute disclaimed U.S.; f er tiljurs In growing, and fallout 
manufacturers were cooperating from < atom testing. . - - 

Aah ’* $ChemC His studies. Dr. Ash said, bad 
for cleaning tobacco. proved “conclusively” that com- 

Dr. Ash s main weapons,, he mercial tobacco coauuned a high 
announced, will be steam which concentration of radioactive • 
he forces through “dirty tobac- potassium V-r.v'.V 

”",i° “■> A letter to Dr. Ash from the" 

that causes tobacco smoke to give ImpwU1 Tobacco co. of Canada. 

sidtant L< tobacco. Pa ^ie C "ald^ 6 Ju however, disputed these remits. 


Canadian Doctor 
Starts New Fight 
On Lung Cancer 


By WALTER PINCUS 
Washington Correspondent 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/gncmOOOO 
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